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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BUCHAR 02970 0507 1 9Z 

ACTION SCS-06 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EUR-I2 PPT-OI CA-OI L-03 H-OI /025 W 

024128 05072IZ/II 

P 050642Z MAY 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9350 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 2970 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, CPAS, CPED, ETRD, RO (HERSCOVICI, ISAC) 

SUBJECT: SMUGGLING OP STOLEN GOODS INTO ROMANIA 

REF: (A) ROME 7687; (B) BUCH 2888 

ROME FOR THOMAS R. BOYD, CUSTOMS ATTACHE 

1. ON APRIL 30, 1978, AT ABOUT 3:00 PM, MR lASC HERSCOVICI 
CAME TO THE CONSULAR SECTION WITH A COMPLAINT ABOUT HIS 
TREATMENT BY ROMANIAN CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES AND THE CONPISCA- 
TION OP A LARGE QUANTITY OP JEWELRY BY THE ROMANIAN CUSTOMS. 

HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HIS WIPE, AND BOTH WERE WEARING 
SEVERAL GOLD RINGS AND OTHER JEWELRY, INCLUDING WATCHES. 

HE GAVE HIS U.S. ADDRESS AS 4700 WINTON RD., CINNCINNATI, 

OHIO, 45232, AND GAVE THE ADDRESS OP A BROTHER-IN-LAW IN 
ROMANIA. 

2. HE STATED THAT HE HAD DECLARED A LARGE QUANITY OP 
JEWELRY AT THE BORDER. HE HAD HOWEVER NEGLECTED TO DECLARE 
POUR GOLD RINGS, TWO OP WHICH WERE ALLEGEDLY POR HIS BROTHER- 
IN-LAW'S WEDDING IN ROMANIA AND TWO ALLEGEDLY POR HIS 
LATHER IN ISRAEL. ALL THE JEWELRY WAS CONPISCATED 

BY THE ROMANIANS WHO GAVE HIM A RECEIPT POR IT AND 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUCHAR 02970 0507 1 9Z 

TOLD HIM HE COULD PICK IT UP WHEN HE LEPT THE COUNTRY. 

HE VEHEMENTLY PROTESTED THIS "RUDE BEHAVIOR" TO 
CONOPP TO WHOM HE SHOWED THE RECEIPTS AS WELL AS 
PHOTOGRAPHS OP THE JEWELRY AND A U.S. CUSTOMS 
CERTIPICATE POR IT. HE WAS PINED 5,000 LEI. 

3. CONOPF INFORMED MR. HERSCOVICI EMBASSY COULD NOT 
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ACTIVELY INTERVENE ON HIS BEHALE WITH THE ROMANIAN 
AUTHORITIES AND THAT HE SHOULD GO TO THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR AND DISCUSS THE PROBLEM WITH THEM. EMBASSY 
NOTES THAT A EOREIGN SERVICES OEEICER WAS COINCIDENTALLY 
AT AIRPORT DURING SUBIECT'S ARRIVAL AND OBSERVED NO 
RUDE TREATMENT OF SUBJECT. 

4. SUBJECT LED CONOEE TO BELIEVE HE WOULD BE IN 
ROMANIA 5 WEEKS AND THEN PROCEED TO ISRAEL. 

5. WE ASSUME EMBASSY ROME IS INEORMAING APPROPRIATE 
EEDERAL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN U.S. OE THESE EVENTS 
AND APPRECIATE YOUR REPEATING REF (A) TO DEPARTMENT. 

REF (B) ALSO BEING REPEATED TO DEPARTMENT. 

6. EMBASSY ALSO APPRECIATES DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE ON ACTION, 
IE ANY, THAT IT SHOULD TAKE WITH RESPECT TO HERSCOVICI'S 
PASSPORT. 

7. DECLASSIEY UPON RECEIPT. 

AGGREY 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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